
AP World History Syllabus 
 

 Purpose - The Advanced Placement program in World History is designed as a 
college-level survey course that introduces students to the rich political, cultural, 
social, and intellectual heritage of the world. It is designed to prepare students 
to be successful on the AP World History Exam while providing them the 
opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge that will form a useful 
foundation for their continuing educational endeavors.   
 

 Advantages of AP World - The main advantage is better preparation for college 
and the potential to earn college credit.  The core academic skills needed to 
succeed in college are taught through the AP program. Students taking the AP 
World History class will master historical reading, writing and problem solving 
skills needed at the college level. 

 
 Course Expectations - The content in this course is more sophisticated than that 

of a typical social studies class. The expectations in the classroom are also that of 
an introductory college course. You should have had basic experience in 
content/comparative analysis.  You must be able to read perceptively and 
independently.  You must be able to draw conclusions from written material by 
comparing it to other sources and chapters. You must be able to problem solve 
and express those solutions clearly in written arguments.  It will be reading and 
writing intensive throughout and will require significant outside work. I don’t 
expect you to be an expert in any of this yet. It’s my job to teach you. 
 

 The AP Test - The AP World History test is given in mid May. There are 4 sections: 
o Section 1A – 55 Multiple-Choice Questions in 55 Minutes (40%) 
o Section 1B – 4 Short Answer Questions in 50 Minutes (20%) 
o Section 2A - Analyzing a Historical Document in 55 Minutes (DBQ) (25%) 
o Section 2B – 1 Long Essay in 35 Minutes (15%) 

 
 AP World History Course Themes 

o Interaction between humans and the environment 
o Development and interaction of cultures 
o State building, expansion, and conflict 
o Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems 
o Development and transformation of social structures 

 
 Historical periods covered 

o Period 1 - Beginnings in History/Technological & environmental 
transformations (…-500 B.C.E) 

o Period 2 – Second-wave civilizations in world history/Organization and 
reorganization of human societies (600 B.C.E.-600 B.C.) 



o Period 3 – An age of accelerating connections/regional and interregional 
interactions (500-1500) 

o Period 4 – The early modern world/Global interactions (1450-1750) 
o Period 5 – The European moment in world/Industrialization & global 

integration (1750-1900) 
o Period 6 – The 20th century/Accelerating global change & realignment 

(1900-present) 
 
 Daily Supplies 

o The basics – writing utensils, highlighter, loose-leaf notebook paper; a 5-
subject spiral notebook specifically for this course, a separate journal 
(optional-refer to journal policies), we will discuss purchasing a workbook 
specifically for the AP test as the course progresses. 

o As a district, LTISD is using Schoology this year to improve communication 
& accountability. Parent instructions are posted on the LTISD website and 
students will be logged in with our class access code on the 1st day of 
school. From here, you will be able to see daily updates from me that 
summarizes what we did that day, any major upcoming grades or 
assignments due, and what to expect the following class. I will also post 
resources on there that can help with outside classwork. 
 

 Textbooks 
o There will be a classroom set of textbooks (Ways of the World: a global 

history with sources, for AP – Strayer, 2nd ed.) and an on-line version 
available for students (refer to my Schoology for the student log-in link). 
It is a brand new text and the on-line resources are excellent and 
consistently updated. *** LTHS just adopted this book last week and we 
are still working out the kinks with the parent company to gain on-line 
access for instructors & students. It should be up and running by the end 
of the first calendar week of school. I will keep parents & students 
updated through Schoology.  

 
 Homework 

o AP Class time is mainly for instruction and discussion. Expect consistent 
outside work.  
 

 Extra Credit 
o Extra credit options rarely exist in introductory college courses but I will 

make an exception as we draw nearer to the actual AP exam by offering 
credit for the completion of the most recently released AP world history 
exam preparation book via the Princeton Review to be done independently 
outside of class (2nd semester only). 

 
 

 



 Grades 
o All grades will be calculated using a 100-point system throughout the year 

and posted to txGradebook on a weekly basis.  
 Daily Grades – Classwork, daily assignments, journals (15%) 
 Quiz Grades – Current event presentations, subject-

specific/reading quizzes (25%) 
 Assessment Grades – Tests, papers, major projects (60%) 

 
 Attendance/Tardies 

o Regular attendance is mandatory to perform well in an advanced high 
school course, particularly on a block-style schedule. Tardies are 
unacceptable.  

 
 Electronics 

o We will integrate technology into our curriculum as much as possible to 
reflect 21st century learning. When they can contribute in a positive way to 
the lesson, personal devices will be allowed as long as they do not create a 
distraction to the learning environment. If you have a laptop or an iPad, 
feel free to bring to class on a daily basis as these are MUCH more 
effective tools than cell phones. There will be a technology sign posted 
daily on the board stating if personal devices are allowed during that 
lesson. If a student is using a device inappropriately or when the 
technology “no-go” sign is posted on the board, they will be warned; if 
that warning isn’t effective, the device will be confiscated and turned in to 
the admin. office. There is a $15 fine in order for the device to be released 
back into the student’s custody per incident. If an electronic incident 
happens 3 times, the parent will be contacted to pick up the device.  

 
 Academic Dishonesty 

o Academic dishonesty of any kind is not acceptable in or out of the 
classroom and will result in a 0 on the given assignment as well as 
disciplinary action. Clarification of the broad definition of academic 
dishonesty will be discussed in class and can be found on the LTISD 
website. We will follow the LTISD honor code to a tee. 
(http://www.ltisdschools.org/cms/lib09/TX21000349/Centricity/Domain/2
67/Honor%20Code.pdf.) 

 
 Classroom Expectations (Behavior, Food/Drink/Bathroom/Dismissal) 

o We will discuss this at length. My expectation may differ from your other 
teachers. Be respectful with a willingness to learn and have a sense of 
personal accountability! 

o Snacks are acceptable as long as they are disposed of properly and don’t 
distract from the classroom environment. 

o Bottled/re-sealable drinks only. 

http://www.ltisdschools.org/cms/lib09/TX21000349/Centricity/Domain/267/Honor%20Code.pdf.)
http://www.ltisdschools.org/cms/lib09/TX21000349/Centricity/Domain/267/Honor%20Code.pdf.)


o Go to the bathroom when you need to go; one student at a time, one time 
per class. Students will need to sign a “student in transit form” posted by 
the door when leaving and returning in case of emergency. 

o I dismiss you; not the bell or the clock. 
 

 Late Work 
o Late work is not accepted in AP courses unless prior arrangements are 

made with the instructor. In txGradebook, if the assignment is marked as 
an M, it can still be made up (absent that day). If it is marked as a 0, you 
may not make it up. Turning in work on time is crucial to success. 

 
 Make-up work/Make-up Tests/Re-tests 

o Any student with an excused absence is allowed the same # of days as 
they were absent to turn in their work. This must be done on your own 
time because we will be moving on to new material when you get back. 
Please try to request and pick up student work if you know they will be 
out for an extended period of time. It is the student’s responsibility to pick 
up make-up work from me. 

o Any student who misses a test during a quarter may make it up as soon as 
possible during my tutorial time as long as they let me know in advance.  

o Re-test policy: No re-tests for AP courses 
 

 
 
Please remove this page and keep the first three pages for future reference. This will also 
be posted under materials on my Schoology page for parent access.  After you have read 
through these policies and procedures, please sign below and return to me. 
 
 
 
Name of Student: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Date: _______________ 


